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THE HISTORY OF MUSIC IN SHARON, 


In the year of our Lord 1786, there was formed in Stoughton a 
ele Society which had for its nucleus twenty-five charter members 
from Stoughton, Canton and Sharon,then called Stoughtonham, 

Among the names of those members,we find that of Jesse Billings 
of Sharon, The main object of this Society, as the original consti- 
tution reads was "The study and practice of sacred music, the cementing 
of brotherly love and the growth of sociability among neighbors," 

We have every reason to believe that the tenets of the original 

constitution have been kept by the Society as the years passed, and 
others from Sharon joined its numbers only to emilate the example of 
their predecessors. 

} Among the records of the musical composers at that early time 
we find the name of Edward French who was born in Sharon in the year 

1761. He was a good singer,one of his favorite compositions being 

: "New Bethlehem", We find no record of his being a leader or teacher 
of music, as was his older brother,dJacobd French, who was born in 
Stoughton in 1754, 

History, as it comes down to us through the descendants of the 
many who were associated with him, testified to his love and mutual 
interest in all that pertained to music, He lived until 1845 when 
musical style had changed to a more modern type. May we not with 
truthfullness add that these two men, and their many descendants, laid 
.° foundation of Music in Sharon, and that during the fifty years 

| which Soon passed tried to live up to the principles of the"01d Socie- 
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Reminiscences come to my mind, heard from the lips of those now 
gone, of the many hapry hours spent in singing the soul-stirring melo- 
dies, thus fostering the "cementing of brotherly love", and the"growth 
of sociability among neighbors" in this town, The meeting from house 
to house, and annual meetings in the neighboring towns were for many 
years the only method of keeping alive the interest in music. Judging 
from what I have heard from the lips of thse aged, the pleasure it af- 
forded them more than compensated for all their trouble. 

I quote from good authority,— The first singing sciool was 
held in the vestry of the Congregationalist Church taught by Josiah 
Bird of South Dedham, now Norwood, in the winter of 1836 and '37, 
About +hat time Russell Benson taught a singing school in the Kast 
‘senool House, Mrs, A, A. Winship was a member of both these schools, 
The singing book used was"The Sacred Lyre." 

At this time musical interest centered in the forming of church 
choirs, where each tried to do its best. Among the names of the sing= 
ers in the several choirs may be found Johnson, Richards, Plympton, 
Hewins, Clapp, Hixon, Pettee, Billings, and Waters, 

The use of instruments in the choirs was introduced about this 
time. Among those most prominent as players of such were the Hewins 
Brothers, violinists; John who played the alto, Albert the lst treble 
Or soprano, and Joseph who was master of all the wind instruments. 

-If the "Hewins boys" could be interested in any project where 
good msic was called for, it was sure to prove a success, Not only 
in this, but as teachers they proved themselves competent. The name 


of Dunbar is found in the list of players in the Congregationalist choir, 
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ilso that of Joel Pettee, I will not forget to mantion the name of 
nnie M.Johnson who was born in Sharon and at an early age became, 
and stil is, an accomplished pianist and organist. 
she now resides in Foxboro where she is successful as a teacherand 
of whom Sharon has always been proud, 
To pass now to the winter of 1847, we have the record of a 
inging school taught by Leonard Marshall of Boston, and again from 


he autumn of 1852 through the Spring of 1853, 


' The books used were the "Modern Harp" and "Harpsichord", both 


‘compiled py himself. 


T During the interim between the schools taught by Mr.Marshall, 
iid, of Braintree taught, at which time my father and his family 


Oined, continuing through the. second term of Mr.Marshall's school. 
rom that time, new life was given to Music in Sharon,and I have heard 
Marshall refer to the enthusiasm manifested during those years, 
Addison H.Johnson of Sharon took up the work at that time, and 
ontinued to take a great interest in all that pertained to music 
mtil he went forth in 1862 to assist in the defense of the Govern- 
ent that he loved and for which he laid down his life. Those of 
S$ who recollect him in those days, can never forget the whole souled 
Wiebest he manifested and the new life he imparted to alli that he 
vas interested in. Lovell Pickering was his successor but re=- 
ved from Sharon, and to use the words of another "His mantle fell 
jon Sanford Waters Billings who wore it with earnestness and succets 


1 he was called to go up higher to sing those songs which never 
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In writing out the History of Music in Sharon, which of necessi- 
ty must be incomplete, there has been a connecting link through it all 
with the only charter member from Sharon of the 01d Stoughton Musical 
Society whose descendants have always given all their best energies 

to the best interests and growth of Music in Sharon. 

When the Modern Type of Music began to gain the ascendancy 
which was in the last of the eighties, the mutusl interest in music 
for the good of the whole, was changed to that of an individual 
nature, 


Respectfully submitted, 
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Feb.135th,1905, 
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R.1I.Historical Society. 
Sep.10,1904. 


Eugene Tappan, Sec'y, 
VMi-r a e C4 . 
My dear Sir:- 
Thank you very much for your copy of Publica- 
tions, no.1l. Strange to say, I cannot find any mention of Deboran 
! 
Ssampsons visit to Providence in any of the contemporaneous newspapers. 


I realize that the papers of that day paid very little attention to +e 


have been inserted. 

The William Billings mentioned was a citizen of Providence 
who in 1799 married Amey Burr. He lived on the Pawtuxet Road (now 
Broad street) near the junction with High and just east of the old 
Burying Ground. He was a copper-smith and brass founder and sraded 
some in real estate. He removed before 1807 to Uxbridge,Mass., but 
It surmise that he returned to Providence later as his name is in the 
1824 Directory. 

"Mr. Amidon's Hall" was a hotel kept by a man of that name and 
called "The Golden Ball Inn". It was situated on Benefit street 
and was kept as a hotel until a year or two ago ,being known as the 
Mansion House. It is still standing. Mr.Wheeler mentioned in 
diary was Bennett Wheeler, the printer, publisher of the United States 
Chronicle, the office of which at the time was four doors west of 
the old Exchange Bank on Westminster street. There is a sketch of 


. Wheeler in tne Biographical Cyclopaedia of R.I. 
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I have always been interested in the history of the 


heroine, Deborah Sampson, and am glad to know that her diary is in 


existence. We have in our museum a rudely drawn water-colored (or 


7 


her, with the following title:-“Deborah 


possibly oil) portrait of 


Sampson, Drawn by Joseph Stone, Framingham, 1797." The paper upon 


which it is drawn is about 14 by 10 inches, the portrait itself 
being in an oval of 4 by 3 inches. 


Hoping that taese few notes may possibly be of interest, I am 
} o a : 3 


Yours very truly, 


Carnie 8. BBrplann, HOM 
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THE SHARON SPRING. 


The building of the railroad through Sharon was begun in 1832. 


Previous to this a spring of water of unusual size, volume and 
purity existed at a point northerly from the railroad station, 
directly under the present roadbed of the railroad, about opposite 
the site of the first pumping station. The railroad was located 
directly across the spring and it was filled when the railroad 
was graded. 

This great spring was the original form of Sharon's present 
water supply. The first settler to be attracted to it was 
Matthew Hobbs, who came to Sharon and located near the spring 
about 1720. He had 200 acres of land, and probably chose this 
spot for his home on account of its nearness to the spring. 


If he came to his new possessions after the winter had 


worn away, as is not unlikely, he must have found them pleasant 


} to look upon. No house had been built in or near Post Office 


Square. As he emerged from the ancient forest and clambered down 
the steep hillside, the open valley of Beaver Brook would lie 
beneath him, and opposite he would see the protecting hills and 


ridges, green with pine and brown with oak. In the little open 


| glade at his feet, bright with the vivid green and yellow of the 


early grass and cowslips, his eye would light upon the sparkling 


| waters of the spring----an ideal site for his dwelling. 
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The precise spot upon which Matthew Hobbs located his house, 
and to which he brought his newly married wife, is perhaps not 
known, but it is fair to assume that it occupied substantially the 
site which was built upon later by his grandson, Obed Johnson. 

| Obed Johnson built the house occupied until her death by Mrs. 
Fannie Holbrook, at the corner of Depot and Chestnut streets. 
This house when built stood facing southwest, directly in what is 
now Depot street itself, before that street was widened, ata 
point where a large grape vine may now be seen growing. It was 
turned around and moved to its present site in 1869. The Johnson 
barn stood down the hill from the house, below the spot where two 
old apple trees now stand, about where the real estate office of 
Mr. John A. Bowman is located, and this brought the barn near the 
original spring, convenient for watering cattle. 

The buildings of Matthew Hobbs probably occupied about the 


same locations. 


i ee 


he (This information as to Matthew Hobbs, etc., is 

| furnished me by Mr. Solomon Talbot. He has read a draft 

| of what is here written and says it is correctly stated.) 
Mr. William R. Mann, as a boy, well remembers’ the spring. 

He describes it as of circular shape, about 8 feet in diameter 


and about 3 feet deep. The water came into it with sufficient 


force to noticeably move the surface. A vigorous and luxuriant 


— 


grass grew around the banks, and through this the water ran away 


into the brook, but the amount of discharge Mr. Mann does not 


recall. Paths from the Johnson house and barn led down to the 
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spring. At the time of the building of the railroad the spring 
was dug out by workmen, and they brought to the surface a quantity 
of large, narrow clam shells, about 9 inches in length and 2 
inches wide. Mr. Mann picked up a number of these and preserved 
them until recently. He also recalls drinking from the spring 
and remembers that is was a clear, sparkling water. 
Mr. Joel P. Hewins before his death once described this 
spring to me and I got the impression of something larger than | 
Mr. Mann remembers-~--say 15 or more feet in diameter. Mr. | 
George Kempton informs me that Mr. Hewins also described the 


spring to him, and, as he remembers it, Mr. Hewins said it was 


about 20 feet across. One gentleman in town who had the spring 


described to him by Mr. Sanford Billings (the elder) tells me he 


supposed it was 30 feet in diameter. 

Since the death of Mr. Hewins an effort jie been made to 
communicate with him through a spiritualistic medium; and ina 
communication of that sort, being asked as to the diameter of the 
spring, the answer was received that it was 11 (eleven) feet. 

Mrs. John S. Middleton,*a descendant of Obed Johnson and 
Matthew Hobbs, remembers her mother telling her that it was cus- 


tomary for the fanily to carry clothes to the spring and rinse 


them there on wash day; that“it was water of excellent quality, 
and the family greatlyoregretted its being filled by the railroad 
company. 

After being filled the spring burst out in two or more places 


on the lower or westerly side of the railroad. One place formed 
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a spring-hole some 4 feet in diameter, and this was taken in 1885 
by the Sharon Water Company as the location of its well, the first 
pumping station being built over it. Another, some 15 or 20 
feet away, was dug out by Mr. Ellis Johnson, who set up a small 
ram there which forced water into his house, then standing near 
bye This place was filled at the time the water works were 
established. 

At first an opening was left in the roadbed of the railroad 
s0 that cattle from the Johnson (later Richards) barn could pass 
under the tracks and get water from the spring where it flowed 
out on the westerly side, but this opening has been closed for 
some years. 

The late William B. Wickes wrote in 1883, -- which, bear in 
mind, was before the erection of the water works: 

"The springs in Sharon at and near the source of Beaver 
Brook have long had a local celebrity for their medicinal quali- 
ties. The waters of a spring on the railroad company's land, 
near the station, have the reputation of having cured diseases 
quite recently, and for some years a few families in Boston have 
had a regular supply of this spring water sent them." 

Mr. Wickes said at another time: 

"Tradition tells us that the Indians and early settlers 
believed its use would cure dyspepsia and jaundice and dissolve 
gall and bladder stones, and even in our own day intelligent 
people ascribe wonderful cures of different diseases to its use. 
Chemical analysis, however, shows no especial medicinal qualities, 
but a remarkable absence of all deleterious qualities, and as far 
as I am able to discover it is simply very pure water which re- 
Mains ever the same summer and winter." 


Temporary residents of Sharon and others, attracted by the 


excellence of the water, have often carried or sent it to Boston, 


as Mr. Wickes says, for drinking purposes. In one instance, at 
least, this was done commercially. Mr. Charles A. Walcott 
lived on Pond street from 1888 to 1890, and during those years he 
shipped the Sharon water to his store in Roxbury, summer and 
winter, both in jugs and casks, sometimes to the extent of 6 or 
8 casks a week. 

Matthew Hobbs' spring has been filled up; but instead of 
supplying one family it now supplies an entire village, and by 
virtue of its waters Sharon has taken a front rank among the 


towns of the State in point of water supply. 


A he) AB has 


Sharon, November, 1904. 
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<uenn = =| dred : ee . én the opposite cor- as a witch. She Winger ake 
a Ru? B 1% h 1a ser tee Lib eommit character, and while awaiting execution 

| \K Cat for its am ae cate building, now wrote a petition to the judges asking, not 
iN ew erass-grown and vacant except for its her own life, but for the exercise of 


s Py A SES ee Ee parsonage of the greater care on their part lest innocent 


STREET. 


~¢ 
On the afternoon of May 13, 1905, a 
% of the Sharon Historical Soci- 
ok a walk from Post Office Square | 
vn North Main street to the saw- | 
igtirning by ‘trolley. The selec- 
of the route, through the principal 
of our own village, was admirable. 
lerson says that travelling abroad is 
yl’s paradise, and they who made 
and Greece venerable in the imagi- 
did so by _ sticking fast where | 
t rane consisted of Solomon Tal- | 
bis son Henry F. Talbot, present 
aron on a visit from his home 
it Kansas; John G. Phillips, president, 
t H. Whittemore and Eugene Tap- 
o recording and corresponding secre- 
of the Society and William L. 
Haske. ‘Mr. and Mrs. William R. 
| Ma. _ ag ang the Re a portion 


land weather is iesivine toward 
ection; the temperature about 
with slight but increasing 
‘A shower the night before 
ially laid the dust of a dry 
According to the vanes of the 
n and Baptist churches the 
vas south to southwest. By the 
i the Congregational church it was 
th Whether this colder and more 
Or : Blast: indicated by the descendant 
Puritans meant a purer * spiritual 
here or a lack of oil we cannot 


- Si . ae 


ncipal interest in the walk cen- 
ound the yenerable Solomon 
' , now over ninety years of age, 
S reminiscences and descriptions 
spots along the route. We 
he brick house on the left, with 
ely chimneys, built about | 
ee Fisher, now painted yel- 
5 x good for another hun- 


LE ON NORTH MAIN 


feet 


Congregational society opposite th 
church, (Robert Tappan, architect, and 
' Henry A. Tamblyn, builder), just ap- | 
_proaching completion, so that the Rey. 
Almon J. Dyer is to oumry it within a 
| week or two. 

On the lawn of the Congregational 
church Mr. William R. Mann called at- 
tention to the site of the second school- 
house, near the end of the horse sheds. 
This schoolhouse was removed in 1853. 
Opposite and a little farther along 
stands the old parsonage, built about 
1754, occupied by Dr. George A. Dennett. 
The former house which stood on this 


persons should be condemned. Mary 
Estey has been called ‘‘ the self- forget: 
bij anh 

Near the house on the left owned by 
Silas Poole, Mr. Talbot reminded the 
party there had stood the first school-_ 
house of the town, eighty rods distant 
from the old tavern or Murray house; 
and in it, on the 17th of June, 1775, many 
of the women and children of the village 
gathered and watched the smoke rising 
from Bunker Hill, some remaining all 
night. . ‘ 

At Maskonicut street another experi- 
ment in mensuration was made. Four of 


site was struck by lightning and burned the party joined hands and were able 


in 1753 and the Canton church contribu- 
ted twenty-five pounds toward the 
building of the new house. which now 
bears the name of ‘‘ Maple Lodge,’’ in- 
‘seribed in gold letters on a blue ground, 
displayed on a sign suspended from the 
piazza. 

At School street we were told that that 


street was not laid out in a straight line | 


with Highland street opposite, on ac- 


count of the desire to save what is now | 


a most decrepit and wretched apple tree, 
standing in the corner of the Fernald’ 


property. The tree is near its end but. 
|Lothrop bought them and built the house, 


the streets must remain as they are. 


Are we over-zealous in our devotion to. 
On the other hand, why must | 


trees? 
we always be trying to make straight 
streets when nature nothing 
straight ? 

Two of the party tried an Matietsnienet | 
on the magnificent elm tree in front of 
Mr. Fernald’s ‘house. Mr. Tappan at- 
tempted to measure the utmost spread 
of its branches by passing around their 
outer edge, while Mr. Phillips paced their 
diameter. The former measured 240 
and the latter $l—a substantial 
agreement. 

In the rear of the house occupied by 


makes 


| Mrs. Annie Frye Mr. Talbot showed the | 


probable site of a house, long since gone, | 
occupied by Benjamin Estey from about | 
1750 to 1780. He was a deacon of the} 
church and a grandson of that Mary 
‘Estey of Topsfield who in 1692 was hung | 


a 


'steeper, it was often found difficult if not 
jimpossible to get up. 
| whose house was by the hillside, kept a 


tained in his philanthropic deed by the 


to reach across the entire street, from 
stone wall to stone wall. The shadbush | 
grows plentifully along this part of the 
walk; its flowers had just fallen and the 
berries were forming. It was the height 
of the apple blossom season and the vio- 
lets were large and beautiful. Farther | 


| along Mr. Talbot told how the stones of | 


a 


**the stone house were taken from 
the quarry on Morse street in the south 
part of the town, being intended origi- 
nally for the viaduct at Canton, but it 
being found that more were quarried 
than could be used, Daniel and Darius 


The walk terminated with a brief visit 
to the saw-mill, now owned by Charles 
F. Smith and run by Ralph O. Brown. 

In ancient days the farmers of Sharon 
carried ox-loads of wood and charcoal to 
Boston and brought out various supplies 
on the return trip. Reaching the hill 
above the saw-mill, then very much 


Edward Sayels. 


pair of oxen ready yoked in his barn, 
and when occasion required, by day or 
by night. would go out and help the 
teamster up the hill, being duly sus- 


receipt of twenty-five cents per load. 
All these and many other things we dis- 
‘cussed and then, Mr. Savels’ oxen not 
being available, but his kindly spirit 
surviving in the form of the trélley ear, 
the party allowed themselyes to be 
helped by it up the hill and so home. 
Woo Te Ee 


Will’am L.Haskel, 


ns a Ee a ee ee 


ss ond othe wild otal forineshy, in Arfote ne 4 


settlement of the State, the people were greatly annoyed by 


oe 
redations of the black and brown bear and the wolf which ranged 


ep forests and often came by night to prey upon the cattle in the 
ngs. The moose and the red deer, and the beaver were quite numer- 


- 

fazetteer of Mass. by Rev. Flias Nason Page 18 - 19. 

1774 the Town chose two persons to take care that the law be 
relating to "Deer", and for Rite sénve there-arter, at the annual 
g deer reves were chosen with other offices. "The lew referred to 
lds the killing of deer between the tenth of December and the first 
gust." 

His. of Medway by Rev. E. O. Jameson, Page 49. 

zer Dowse a leather dresser, came to Sherborn, from Charlestown, 
24is ancestors lived for many years,)immediately after the de- 

bn of the town in 1775. He was a descendent of Lawrence Dows, and 
d the esteem and confidence of some of the most eminent and excel- 
Bn of his day, in the Colony. He was a man of natural refinement 
Rimoral worth. 

Rev. Abner Morse's His. of Sherborn and Holliston, Page 78. 

. signed "The Petition" Nov. 24, 1773 against the importation of 
the East India Co. 

er his son was also a leather dresser, served as a soldier in 
Olution, was greatly beloved in the army, and much esteemed 4s a 
and neighbor. 

fev. ane Morse's His. of Sherborn and Holliston, Page 78. 


a P : 
y lost all their possessions except Bills and Receipts. 


40 
a emb th 
' Boston, Sep:er 15 - 1767 
ee r Dowse four Dollars for three moos skins and paid 
oe Recd: Mr. Eleaz,, 
im one skin for Dressing one another. 


i, 


Gershom Flagg. 
fanuary 1770. 


| five moos that belongs to Mr. Field 


Received of Mr. John Field six Caribo 


«“ 
4 
FP 5 


Skins and two small moos to Drest 
Received twenty four Deer and one moos to Drest 


June 19 Received Eleaven Dear and three moos to Drest 


— 


Recived Eleaven Dear and three moos to Drest 
| ee three Carribo and then eight Carribo 
_ Received twenty Dear Skins 

Received eleven Sheep Skins 

= uiced three Dear three goat skins. 


June 1770 Received of mr. Deauens 


1771. Received of mr. Richard Deauens 

thirty five moos skins to Drest 

May 1771 Received of thomas cockerin 

four Carribo eighteen Dear Skins 

Received of mr. Field 127 Deer Skins and one moos 
_ November the 5 Delivered to mr. Field 16 and 18 
and 69 skins and Eleaven Caribbo Drest 


_ April, Delivered one moos skin 


1771 February Delivered mr. Brown three moos 


to Scowering and Rubing 12 Dear Skins 
Lak = 0 
to a Skins cloth . 
color i=2 = 26 
to Dying 34 Sheep Skins three Caribbo 
Lia) »B 
January 1772 Delivered four moos Drest by Eleazer Jr. 
Delivered fourteen moos to your boy Garvet 
Delivered e Dear Skins Drest 
° 
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200 


1772 Received of mr. Cammel the Capttein of mr. Deauensis 

Sloop six moos Skins to Drest and Sheep Skin 

one for himself markt W. C. two markt L. 

three markt B and a sheep Mr. Deauensis is to pay for three 


jot these Skins by mr. Cammels 


i\Desire 
February 
fifty Dear for mr. Natheniel Brown Dear Delivered in May 
16 
five moos for Mr. Thomas Wood 3 
20 Moos 3 6 Caribbo 
one moos and one dear for mr. Mansfield 7 - 
° 50 
Delivered mr. Brown thirty Dear Skins hard 29 2 
a 166 
and sixty seaven injon Drest for Wash Leatherl3 
30 


June Received thirty seaven Deer twenty moos}7} 


and four Caribbo 
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1772 Received of mr. Brown thirteen Caribbo sixty seaven 
Sheep Skins thirty moos thirty Caribbo twenty moss 
Delivered to mr. Brown and his people all the Wool that came from 
the a Bove skins, 
D1 to your son John one Bag of wet Wool 
Dl to your negro woman 
D1 to your porter 
October 22, 1775 
John Houlbrooke one Carribo one Deer markt H 
a Adams one moos two Deer markt A 
Daniel Daniels six moos markt M 
Th° Hames three skins markt E 
Rise two skins markt R 
S 


Sawin two good skins markt 


John Swan Dublin three skins markt 8 


forty Beaver‘ Skins 
Mr. Henery Morse Boston twelve Deer Skins for gloves 


1 - 16 - O 


Copied by G Lae. 


Sherborn, Mass. 
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Corresponding Sec. Sharon Hist. Soc. 
Sharon, Mass, 


Dear sirs We have received the publications of the Sharon Bist. 
00. entitled, History of the first parish, Sharon, Mass. and Publiea- 
10nNS, nNO.1 which you kindly forwardec us. We appreciate your cour- 
esy and hope you will find it possible to send us the future publi- 
ations of the socicty. 

In the Albany Register for Aug.31, 1802, I find the fol- 


notice of Mrs. Gannett'’s address — 
MRS. GANNET'S EXHIBITION 


The Ladies and Gentlemen of Albany and its vicinity,are respect- 
informed that lirs. GANNET». the celebrated American Heroine, 
ed mearly three years with great reputation in our Revolutior- 
y, will, at the request of a number of respectable characters, 


; re: an Address to the inhabitants of this city and vicinity, in 
A Ourt-House, this evening, at 1-2 past 7 o'clock. 


KETS may be had at the Courthouse, from S‘e*elock till the per- 
mance begins - Price 25 Cents, Children half price. 
pany, August 31, 1802. 
We have a very brief bibliography of Deborah Sampson of 
we will send you a copy if you care for it. 
Very truly yours 


May hat ok Wee Very 


Ip charge History division. 
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A TYPICAL SHARON "SABBATH DAY", 


as seen through the eyes of a boy of twelve years in 1860. 


It is a Sabbath morning in Sharon just after breakfast time-- 
eight o'clock perhaps; the bell of the Orthodox meeting house be- 
‘gins very slowly to toll; we know what that means; that someone 
connected with the Parish is dead; we step out of the front door 
to listen; and find that our neighbors are already outside with 

| jhushed voices and faces expressive of grave inquiry---presently 
‘)ithere is a pause during which people ask of one another "Who is 

| j}dead", and wonder if it may be a little child or some aged person 

)")who were known to have been ill; then the bell begins again much 

jwymore rapidly---it is the age that is being tolled and all are 

|Yagain silent, counting the strokes; the doubt of its being a 

) |child is soon settled, and a long count tells us that it is some 

|} aged friend whom we shall see at meeting no more; but lest there 

|} should be any further doubt someone waits to ask the sexton, when 

| jhis task is done. 

After this we study our Sabbath School lesson for awhile. 

; The Junior Deacon(1), clean shaven, black coated, erect and 
dignified of bearing, comes in to speak with the Pastor before 
meeting. 
. The bell begins to ring---the young and inexperienced 
“}sexton(2), ambitious for success in broader fields of usefulness, 
| ince then largely realized, is vainly trying to "set" the bell, 
with frantic efforts, that would cause us to smile if it were not 
the Sabbath and so near meeting time. 

The people are beginning to drive up to the meeting house, 
those from the greater distance arriving first. 

The old "Squire"(3), from the shore of Wallomollopoag with 
jhis new wife and her gay and fashionable daughter from the city. 
The young woman(4) from the East district who manages her 
|)farm doing more than a man's work herself, it is said, drives up 
/ywith her dancing and prancing horse. 
| And then the famous hollow backed horse(5) who can trot faster 
| than any horse in town unless it be the minister's little black 
mare, sweeps up to the stone steps, with carriage and trappings, 
in a style to attract the admiration, if not the envy of all. 

We see the Baptist minister(6)just going past to his own 
church-~-a short stout man with his wife much taller than he. 

The bell has nearly ceased to toll and here comes the senior 
| |Deacon(7)seated in the rear of a wagon with his feet hanging out 
kehind;the good man long since so disabled by rheumatism as to be 
| nable to walk any distance or even to enter any ordinary convey- 
ince, but with his enthusiasm for the customary routine of Sabbath 
| luties undiminished. 
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We enter the meeting house and take our seat well up in front, 
almost under the shadow of the high pulpit, and with the organ 
and choir in the gmillery behind us. 
7 A young woman(8)with sweet face and dark wavy hair plays the 
organ. 
The young Collegian(?)is home from college today and leads 
|}the choir in his father's place, his fresh young tenor voice in the 
jhymn "Henley" being a notable feature of the morning service. 
This is Comaunion day and this service is held after the 
jregular one, some of the children remaining with their parents; 
Deacon H.(10)gives the "pitch" for the singing at this service and 
jthe tune selected by him is "Arlington". 
After this service comes the Sabbath School and the class we 
\go into is taught by one(11)whom the boys all love, a man who 
|) |enjoys the distinction of being the only person who goes to Boston 
jevery day, in his name and gentle maners plainly suggesting his 
| refined nationality. 
} At the noon meal in the Parsonage, which is a very light one, 
| partly because we have only half an hour in which to eat it, partly 
) |}because no cooking is allowed on the Sabbath, we are joined by 
) | "Uncle Daniel"(12)who always appears on the Sabbath clad in his 
long tailed red coat, who seems to be always talking about 
"spiritual and divine things" and who thinks that any suppressed 
merriment on the part of the children very much out of place on 
) | this day, entirely unconscious however of the real cause of such 
| | amusement. 
All those who come to meeting from a distance bring their 
| lunches with them; the women remain inside the meeting house for 
‘the most part, some coming over to the Parsonage to take out books 
) |from the "Female Library", always kept there, while the men are 
outside attending to their horses and having a little conversation 


in the neighborhood of the horse sheds just before the beginning 
of the second service. 

The afternoon meeting begins again at half past one, and 
after that is over, we study the "Proverbs" at home which we are 
‘committing to memory, and try to keep quiet in the house or move 
inconspicuously about the yard, encouraged with the suggestion that 
| after the sun goes down we may have a little story told to us. 
ie Then in the evening we go to the Prayer Meeting in the Vestry 
) |}and join in singing the familiar hymns and listen to the familiar 
prayers and take a lively interest in the experiences of some of 
‘the young converts prominent among whom is the young sexton(13) 
‘before mentioned. Some of the big boys however are inclined to 
sit around the furnace a little out of sight of the minister and 
get to whispering and laughing just a little. 

Then we go home, and to bed before nine o'clock. 

Thus ends a Sharon boy's Sabbath of forty odd years ago; a 
| |day of unique and sacred associations but a relic of the past, and 
One which we would not wish to revive again in all its tedious and 
sombre realities. 
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KEY TO PERSONS REFERRED TO. 


Deacon Daniel Pettee. 


Hon. Elijah A. Morse. 


Lemuel Hewins Esq. 
Miss Maria Drake. 
Mr. W. R. Mann's horse. 


Rev. Mr. Merriam. 


Deacon Hewins. 
Miss Julia Turner. 
Sanford Waters Billings. 


Dr. Horatio lLeseur. 


Mr. Daniel Fuller. 
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The thirty-second Reunion of the Sharon Center School Association will be held in the Vestry 


and on the Lawn of the First Congregational Parish (Unitarian) in Sharon.on Thursday, July 30th, 


- a 


903, beginning at eleven o'clock A. M. 

The “Basket Lunch” plan of entertainment will be repeated and it is confidently hoped that the 
| double attraction—Sharon the place, Old Home week the time—will induce a large number of friends 
and schoolmates to gather for the renewal of old associations. 

All teachers and pupils who were connected with the school before 1872 are members of this 
Association, and all the families of members, as weli as of deceased members, are also considered a 
part of our organization and are cordially invited to join with us, and to share equally our privileges 
and our responsibilities—our rejoicings and our regrets. 

The reading of letters from any who would enjoy being with us, but who are prevented from so 
a will be a pleasant feature of the occasion and we shall especially appreciate any tokens of this 
ature from such friends. 

Kindly extend this notice and invitation to all those who may have been unintentionally over- 
ooked. 

Your Secretary wishes to apologize in advance for many prospective errors and omissions. 

Let each one who may have any doubt of his welcome argue with himself thus: “I believe they 
vill be glad to see me for the same reason that I shall be glad to see them,” and hesitate no longer. 

And remember that each of these opportunities missed, may possibly be repeated indeed, but 


an never be recalled. 
JORLN-G. PHILEFPS, 


Secretary. 
HARON, Mass., July 6th, 1903. 


2 Yblue with the long-stemmed “Bird-foot {recalled that it wae 7at the ees of 
Violets.”Here also grew Sweet Fern in |this prominent citizen and se iy 
14 4 great abundance for the boys, and the jose ane pee he 
traversed: by little harmless plant called Lady’s To- fortunate in ae oa a 
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several hundred acres, ee covered earth, in the front of which were |no burials in the tomb later th Pat 
by the stone walls that separated th |and soon after that year the bodies of | 


Lamia je./ three weather beaten wooden doors with. | 
pen . a . = 4 7 er re lat oy, aan dd to 
‘the lands of aby pinee different proprie rusted iron hinges and padlocks, fair |the Curtis family were removed 
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n the nd the real, or The tomb had also at times, especially | 
known to them for their different char- | Re aeaieed idee ‘ ~~ i eae in the winter season, been ras tee 
bold eyes which peeped in at the cracks availed of as a receiving tomb, z A 
of the half-broken down doors, could not | 1870 it had ey cnenely, unused, -, 
so easily be forgotten after bedtime. unfit for use through the’ ravages 0 
Here it was, also, that the sad ola time, and was demolished, many, of the 
man, bereft of his only grandchild, was Stones being utilized in raising the un- 
said to walk night after night unable derpinning of the old Rufus Curtis 
so suddenly to sever the ties of morta house. , 
affection. ; _ | Following is a list of the names of 
those whose bodies were buried in this 
as tomb, with dates of deaths and ages: 
a matter of record for the ‘ Curtis Tomb. saree 
torical Society before recollection of 2 Genipmaeiayet gs! poo 
i . ‘Ton it | UIs, dle NOV. 22, Livi, age f° ul 
is lost, because for four generations it beth (Randall) (Bis 24 wife) died March 


acteristics, and of considerable impor- 
ance in their experiences. These were| 
known as the “Blueberry Pasture,” the 
Bull Pasture” and the “Tomb Field.” 
_ The Blueberry Pasture lying between 
the others was both a delight and a 
field of toil; here it was that the grown- 
up character of the child was doubtless 
en foreshadowed by the full pail, or 


Bu 


‘by the pail nearly empty and the tell- 
tale lips stained with blue. 
_ The Bull Pasture, just over the wall 
one side, was the children’s terror 
not so much of the nightmare 
as in the case of the tomb field, 
| fjbut the real wide-awake fear of bodily 
Pharm, such were the stories of thrilling 
| adventure and hair-breadth escapes from 
the blustering, bellowing two-horned ty- 
rant of this pasture. While the berries 
were equally attractive here they were, 
-Jexcepting along the very edge near the 
Wall, suffered to remain on the bushes | 
by the youthful would-be pickers. 
_ Across the berry pasture and over the 
wall on the other side was the Tomb 
I This field was in the rear of the 
Congregational meeting house and 
hed over to Billings Lane and far 
_ yaway to the eastward towards Massa- 
Ppoag brook. Through a break in the 
_ Pwall behind the meeting house ran a 
ow winding foot-patn, “gtass-grown 
distinct. This path was kept worn 
the few families who walked “cross- 
5” to meeting, and by children taking 
short 
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cut to school or “going after the 


to the farm-house. | 
field also had its attractions al- 
there were no berries and no 


tle sheep roamed at will, 
ing the whole ground was 
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3 but the grass was short and. 


1 


> | 
haron His- | 


Was the burial placé of two of the 


é es e 11, 1823, aged 91. 
d families of the town. , 2 ae 


eis Meas Nny 19 4 , 
rods to the east ‘of the Episcopal Chapel | Curtis, died Nov. 4s — aged = (son 
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into the excavated side of a natural ; thia (Morse), died Jan. 16, 1833, 


; ith a| Wife of Rufus Curtis.) 
knoll and was rounded over with a}! a ae aes eT 
; n 1 ‘ourth Generation—Infant s of 
thin layer of earth and sods. The only | (age ae POGT patent, (com 
vertical side faced the south and in it re sara tar uaa Tomb. 
eee ee a Geatestion.” Got, (winlaatae 
Ear bpm eaiilie, of ‘the gi | ee d d Feb. 18, 1816, eoed 73, Mary 
ietors. The westerly one belonged to| "8% died tee ee a re ee 
i eel rue a oe a ae and | L. (his wife) died March 13, 1836, aged 
ttis amnil e : We mii an 11 
: ' branches of | 22 YS 
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1e Bi mily. eg 1s. x ya et ee Sek ae 
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The tomb stood upon Billings land but and Mary, died g 
BRR ind isn aig (Beth (Billings) Patridge, (daughters o 
Aci ag elie etl Kae Jesse and Abigail (Capen) ies. 
ow : i tivi, alte f pas- : REA Tey ~ Na tana. Billir rs 
buried here and it is probable that this) “© © INT ed an Seay # 
| Waters Billings) died Oct. 17, 1834, 
Esther (daughter of Lewis 


as the first burial in the tomb. - 
. ab ae aged 32. 
In 1816 the, body of Capt. Ns ag and Mary) died Aug. 6, 1827, aged 7. 
sell a Fourth Generation.—Two children of 


Billings was also laid here. 
Elizabeth (Billings) Partridge. 
He Gisk, 


Ww 


| 
| 
| 
| 


i 
a 


J ae, > 
Dre. Leaning lrele at lh Sastmeasé: 


hia, ca, ae Py 7 Quel So 


y Davcchenny 


.. 


y pane 6 BY Choe. 
ey LD Oe, y tA : 
hh oe e dite 28 the fsa e 
pena napaas 
5 We . Aa at 12022 ft es ; | | pa 
Ke im (oe Shy oe 
a cad 
ents Tage am 
Fal ai ia? a1 IZ 2 SS 
| YG aes eee ee a oe 
Popo Bbc 4 é ae 
Wx up =F o> coteninans 2B a a ae 


ee 


—_e 


| 
| 
; 
: 


<3 7 
s<- ‘. 
= 


S Kher 
Uationrg Pd. pee dou, Hiperond wet perme 
plthnis myptees Yrisss, Sash tr prod hemes 
Weal Tum, O Wendi Hrarrit rherkHhry sary, ? 


nD 


= 


s. Ll rremnernits. praunt pAby Vemnsrits Aor pred fer 
ys 7. ford Mapas ; Gar tegond (OLY _EUAL | 
x. famnst pecalh, , a fer es. yin fre Aughtt 3 
ay 3 


ifm BM idole a. Saints ya gladltene Ahh; 
| hb prot abh pa padsre Mharehe mst alll pon Sagi : 


4 


Hide wad. Mirra pa ty 


Ae a ats iy Linftin | 


pe 7°? 


| 
| 


‘ gives i. 

c Forni a few lines in 

> many questions that are 
as in relation to the early 

ory. ‘of Sharon before the revolu- 


tS days Daniel Martin & Co. 
re merchants doing business in 
yn, sending out vessels to many 
ape iee. One of these ves- 
Is. was commanded by Captain Ben- 
tte “Worm well, who often made voy- 
no to England and his native coun- 
e, and sometimes to the 
OER three vessels. 
with tea from England came to 
, but the people, unwilling to 
y the tax on the tea, refused to re- 
re it or have the vessels unloaded, 
d finally threw the tea overboard. 
his 9 a so irritated the English 
ZOvE nt that they retaliated by 
ee or taocton as a port 
of entry and departure. 
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n of the British government in a 
port, instead of returning to. 
( sought the harbor of New Lon-. 
n where he disposed of his mer- 
e and a part of the slaves, com- 
3 ston with the other part, 
As the closing of the port prevented 
y y further foreign commerce, Cap- 
in Wormwell by the advice of the 
ny, decided to remain in Amer- 
a, ‘and desiring to locate near Bos- 
n, came to Sharon and bought a 
Band a farm of forty-three acres 
. Supply Belcher, lying between 
Hammer shop and Mr. Frank 
's place, the cellar of which has 
e been filled up. 


Mr. Belcher was a carpenter, and 
it the year 1776 built two houses; 
ed for Deacon Jacob Hewins, 
| was the old Capen house; the 
r was the Capt. Nathaniel Leon- 
| house, now standing. About this 
a Frenchman commenced the 
tture of firearms at the’loca- 
on of the present knife company’s’ 
, under the name of P, Eldorfe & 
dorfe being the first occupant 
Capen house, and desiring 


ca 


per the rooms, took his old | 


spaper to even the surface 
to receive the house pa- 
the paper was torn off a 
the French newspaper 


Heatorg Share nw, 


*| adhered to the wall paper, exciting | 
| much curiosity as to how this French 


newspaper came to be put on to those 
walls. A niece of this curious paper 
was given to the president of the His- 
torical society. 


“The manufacture of guns continued 
two or three years when the partner, 
Darby, absconded, taking off the funds 
of the company. Captain Wormwell 
kept a grocery store in his house, 
which was supplied with goods from 
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and his estate could not be sold dur- 
ing the lifetime of Boston, who died- 
in 1835, and was buried in Chestnut 
Hill cemetery. 

Soon after Boston had taken his 
new name, Randall, he was visited by 
a negro whose name was Sem Burr, 
from Connecticut, probably one of the 
negroes brought from Africa with Bos- 
,ton, by Captain Wormell. He wished 
to get employment. Among the places 
he visited was the Indian reservation 


Captain Wormwell learning the ac: 


at Canton. Here among the Indian 
girls he became auite fascinated by a 
young widow, whose husband had 
lately died. She lived with her fath- 


the firm in Boston, and his neighbor 
used to go in and attend to the store 
while he went to Boston for fresh sup- 
plies. He had a family of children, 
and a negro servant named Boston. A! ¢T!, Simon George, and it was here that 
treasure-trove was found on the farm S¢m Burr was entertained. We know 
a few years ago by Mr. Pearse in the | little more of Burr than that he re- 
shape of a large Britannia trencher turned to Sharon, and the following 
with a foreign crown stamped upon it, "cord was placed upon the town book 
which evidently belonged to the cap- Of the intention of marriage between 

tain, and can be seen in the cabinet of Sema Burr of Sharon and Mary wi | 
the Historical society. Mr. Martin| bore of Canton. They were married | 
died before Captain Wormwell. and lived in a wigwam on the Indian_ 
. Mrs. Martin after the death of her| Plantation. Here they grew old to- 

husband paid the taxes on the prop-| ether. Sometimes when his wife 

erty until Captain Wormwell sold the| 2bused him, Seymore Burr would mut- 

farm to Thomas Glover of Stoughton.! te? in his broken English this char- 

After the adoption of the constitu acteristic difference between the ne- 
tion of Massachusetts negro slaves be, 8TO and the Indian race: “You Indian, 
came free men, although some people ! nigger; you kill me; I no kill you.” 
who held slaves hurriedly placed the For further particulars of Seymore 
on shipboard and sent them to the Burr, see Huntoon’s “History of Can- 
West Indies. Captain Wormwell’s| 00.” SOLOMON TALBOT, 
slave, Boston, would probably have! 
been kidnapped the second time had 
he not secured a power of attorney 
and placed it in the hands of Mr. Ben- 
jamin Randall. Mr. Randall now had 
full power to protect Boston, and told 
him he should have food and clothing, 
in health or sickness, as long as he 
lived, and a Christian burial. Boston 
was a regular attendant at church, oc- 
cupying a seat in the gallery. A per-' 
son who knew Boston well, wishing to 
test his knowledge of what he heard 
at church, asked him where the text 
was the Sunday before. He instantly 
replied, “In hacket.” “But,” said the 
individual, “There is no such book in 
the Bible as hatchet. Was it not 
Acts?” “Axe? Yes,” said Boston, “my 
hacket.” 

Sometimes Boston felt very lonely, 
and observing one day a flock of crows 
flying and cawing over him, he looked 
up inquiringly and said, “Do you bring 
tidings from my poor mamy? Does 
she think of me?” 


Mr. Benjamin Randall died in 1808 
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Fbiiteucal Mecting, Oclste 29, / 903. 


SHARON HISTORICAL SOCIETY. 


“For some years the Antiquarian 
Committee, chosen by the voters of 
the town, has done an excellent 
work in collecting objects of inter- 
est kept in the town house. Its 
latest good deed has been its work 
in organizing an incorporated soci- 
ety. The unusually large number 
of one hundred names were pro- 
cured to the agreement, and the, 
Sharon Historical Society on Sep- 
tember II, 1903, received its char- 
ter from the Secretary of State. 

Four regular meetings are to be 
held every year, or the last Thurs- 
day of January, April, July and 
October. Accordingly, the first 
quarterly meeting was held October 
29, at 8 p. m., in the lower town 
hall. The decoration of the hall 
with large branches of oak with 
their brilliant colored leaves carried 
out the idea of the motto on the 
wall, “An October evening.” 
Other oramentations called to 
mind some of the old families with 
facsimiles of signatures. 

The interest of the occasion cen- 
tered in the remarks made by four 
speakers, John G. Phillips, the pres- 
ident, Dr. Gleason Hill, of Ded- 
ham, Thomas E. Grover, of Canton, 
and Eugene Tappan. Mr. Phillips’ 
address was quite appropriate, as 
he expressed his profound respect 
for the forefathers and their deeds, 
as well as respect for the law of 
heredity that has transferred the 
strong points of the character of 
the past to our times. 

Mr. Hill very clearly pointed out 
the way in which the valuable rec-_ 
ords and minor writings of former 
days may be utilized and kept. 
Mr. Grover threw a searchlight 


‘upon old Sharon and Stoughton and 
Canton, and we could see honest 
John Rowe jogging along Bay St. 
on his way from Boston to Digh- 
ton in 1766, stopping for refresh- 
ment at the tavern kept in Stough- 
tonham (Sharon) by Widow 
Noyes. Mr. Tappan recounted the 
pleasures of an antiquarian. 

Miss Amelia M. Clifton, of 
|Steughton, presented the society 
with several ancient documents con- 
cerning Sharon. One of them—a 
summons to certain town officers to 
take oath of office is as follows— 

Suffolk ss. To Isaac Starns, 
jur., one of the Constables of the 
town of Stdughtbn, Greeting. I 
finding upon record that Deacon 
Joseph Tucker is chosen to the of- 
fice of tything man, Elkanah Bil- 


lings, surveyor of highways, Be- 
zelial Billings field driver, and Ebe- 


nezer Holmes, hog reave, these are 
therefore, in his Majesties’ name to 
require you to summon the above 
named persons to appear at the 
dwelling house of Elder Joseph 
Hewins in Stoughton on Fryday ye 
6th day of March instant, at two 
of the clock in the afternoon, to 
take the oaths belonging to their 
several trusts. Stoughton, March 
the 3rd, 1729-30. William Crane, 
Town Clerk. Note: The Select- 
men are to be at he time and place 
above mentioned. 


Suffolk, ss. To the Selectmen’ 


of Stoughton: This is to certifie 
that I have summoned the several 
persons within named to meet at 
the time and place within men- 
tioned to take the oaths belonging 
to their seveal offices. Isaac 
Sterns, jur. Constable. 

A social half hour followed the 
addresses. Charles S. Curtis read 
a motion offered at town meeting 


$0 


in 1815 containing a severe censure 
of the minister. The meeting was 
cheered by a goodly delegation 


from Stoughton and Dr. Loring W. 


Puffer from Brockton. We hope 
to see them all again. 


The following were elected as 


new members of the Historical So- 
ciety: George Kempton, Eliza J. 
Kempton, Clara E. Curtis, Lillias 
C. Davenport, James N. Pringle, 
John W. Mackintosh, Mattie H. 
Green, Silas A. Stone, Eliza L. 
White. 

Letters were received as follows: 
Alfred S. Roe, of Worcester, said, 
“TI am delighted to observe that the 
Sharon Historical Society is now 
incorporated and in the way of 
gathering up the objects of interest 
in which the old township must 
abound, and the first _ meeting to 
“come Mirueday next is a notewor- 
thy incident in Sharon history.” 

Bushrod Morse wrote from 


‘Woodstock, Vermont: “I am sorry 


to be absent from your meeting the 


29th, but hope the occasion will be 


all you anticipate.” 

Rev. Lyman Partridge, of West- 
wood, wrote: “I am glad to learn 
of the formation of your society. 
There is material for interesting 
and.,valuable historical papers con- 
cerning both events and perple of 


former times in Sharon.” 


Rufus B. Tobey, of Boston, said, 
“That man is to be pitied who does 
not know: the history of his town, 


even though some of that history 


may seem traditional or too roman- 
But we men who have passed 


middle life cherish as much senti- 
ment as possibe, for it lifts us out, 


of the altogether too practical 


world in which we live. I shall be 
very much mistaken if you do not 
find the researches in your local 
history fraught with great pleasure 
to your members. And that it will 
lay broad foundations for genera- 
tions to come no one can dispute.” 

The persons present were a3 fol- 
lows: Augusta Atherton, (Stough- 
ton), Emma A. Baker, John A. 
Bowman, Winnibe! Bowman, A. 
Alden Carpenter, Arthur Chapin, 
Hattie Chapin, Amelia M. Clifton, 
(Stoughton), Cadwallader Curry, 
Charles S. Curtis, Clara E. Curtis, 
Elliot Curtis and wife (Stoughton) 
George A. Dennett, Charles T. Der- 
ty, Horace A. Derry, Michael 
Downey, Amanda M. Eddy, George 
W. Field, Arthur P. Fiske, Robie 
G. Frye, Mattie H. Green, Thomas 
E. Grover (Canton), Olive G. 
Hampton, Edgar M. Hixson, Mary 
E. Hixson, Henri L. Johnson, 
(Stoughton), Louisa — Jones 
(Stoughton), George Kempton, 
Eliza J. Kempton, John C, Kim- 
ball, Dora M. Leonard, Violet 
Luffe, John W. Mackintosh, Wil- 
liam R. Mann, Julia A. Mann, John 
G. Phillips, Mary N. Phillips, Lor- 
ing W. Puffer (Brockton), Benja- 
min Raynolds, Ruth A, Raynolds, 
Isabella Raynolds, Timothy F. 
Quinn, Eugene Tappan, Dana Tap- 
pan, Ida A. Tuck, Eliza L. White, 
George H. Whittemore, Elsie A. 
Whittemore, Lucy H. Wickes. 

The meeting is considered a 
great success. Preparations are 
now being made or an equally stc- 
‘cessful meeting January 2, 1904, 
when some new features will be in- 
troduced. goo An 

Euceng Tappan, 


3 | 


cance of our word Home. The English 
have it and the Germans have it. A 
Frenchman might say: “Why yes, we 
have the word “maison” that stands for 
‘your home. But “maison” means simply 
house and but very incompletely ex- 
presses our idea of home. 

And, althouh other reasons may be 
given, it seems to me that the differ- 
ence between the moral standard of our. 
own community and that of these coun- 
|tries is partly owing to the absence of 
this home influence from the lives of the 
people. 


ffassigned to me of saying to you and 
your esteemed family, Welcome home to 
Sharon. That you had not forgotten 
your native town was proved during | 
your absence by the interesting letters 


was SARAH KNIGHT ? that you wrote to the society. In your 


a Bs) pe se case is illustrated the Latin sentence of 

jour school days, ‘Coelum, non animam, 
x This question one hundred and ty mutant qui trans mare currunt,’ which 
Fay toctuare PTO Ba be translated, ‘they who cross the 


Bet vb. aera iowa Hall ty | OC hanee their’ skies, but: not their 
in 6 , : ’ affections. As you have walked the 
Rey. Anson Titus of Somerville. The oc- I ‘ 
casi the quarterly meeting of the PaRee Stare CAS BALO., pant yUat 
ogy ha ary q . | birthplace, you have noticed, perhaps 
 BPistoneal Society. “It was also the bi | with regret, that the homestead is bein 
centenary of Madam Knight’s horseback : Ra ear Be | 


d ke w ray ild- 
ide from Boston to Sharon. In her | papel i re ppb uated athcela omar 


‘journal she relates her arrival at Bil- mg: pe enking sie aap Sipoali i 
or ae Bhaton; | souvenir, please accept this gavel made 
oe ; from the birch newel post that stood at | all of which 1s unquestioned and worthy | 
© eats es aise ; the foot of the stairs by the front door jj of our admiration. But we would say 
% wt ig es fim shea 22 uni ~ be : of the house where you were born.” | to them: We grant you your older ciyili- 
glow ener re wo empresses, AB Mr. Phillips responded in the following | zation and your higher art culture, your 
iy hy een erg toe SCCUTACT. address :— | lofty devotion to your country and your 
eee tacts) and ‘the school “It is with mingled feelings of satis- | church—aye, and we would almost ad- 
‘dame and business woman of Boston | Sar i crags oy 
es itd | esate faction and pride that I rise to acknow- mit your claim that your forms ot 
see earinsticn s< Feagche ; “% | ledge the cordial greeting that you|national government and your especial 
Franklin was one of Sarah Knight's have extended to one on my return to | form of religion, are the best for you in 
» ae ani point ce apace Sal my native town. : your day and generation. But we 
an interesting summary of the learning “It is a trite saying that the pleas-| would not accept all of them. No, nor 
the. boy Brin, —_ pegs tomy lds antest part of going away from home | ten thousand times all of them—in ex- | 
Pees oe hia brother's print: |. the coming home again; but it is true.| change for our New England conception 
ing office, before he left pian - Every home loving person must feel the| of the ‘Home’ n all its simplicity and 
adelphia. 3 truth of this saying even without hav- | purity and with all its sacred associa- 
The following — oh i wees ing had the actual experience. tions. Now the home in its purely spir- 
ewer / written witha diamond But every loving son of a New Eng-|itual sense may be transferred from 
point on a window Bane. of the Boston land home, who has tried it, feels the {place to place—wherever love is there is 
bady'e house:—— °: st 4 fright truth of it from the bottom of his | God, and where the heart is there is the 
Zbroage tangy: toils fae reed Ati *: \heart. In return for these kind expres- | home. . 
; Over aren a aa "| sions of esteem and friendship, I can but But the returning traveller delights in 
Siete sereed irom fractured bones.” assure you that many times in the past some. material manifestations of the 
"Tacidentally, a fine tribute was paid, year I have wished that my companions | home as well: the house, the trees, the 
By ite Dhidia’ of tie adivens, ‘te Deborah of the Sharon Historical Society at village, the meeting house, the school- 
[Sampson Garnsit; asether Woinah -con- home might also be my companions inhouse, and the neighbors and friends of | 
tage, Sharon ainals:. Fach’ of travel abroad. There is so much of. common interests and of common pur- 
ee at to ao what a beauty to see and gporness to learn that | pose. If I have sueceeded in impressing 
i a3 BES aie eeedncnan! ea ch | he would be a selfish man indeed, whose upon you the great difference between 
Re cae first thought was not to share the privi-|the home atmosphere in some foreign 
‘ "Jot criticised. | lege with his friends. | countries and our own New wngland, I 
ape. Stllips, Esq., lately air Perhaps the thing most noticeable to| can express to you in no other way 30 
Wg year in Europe, presided and in- the New Englander travelling in some} well the great satisfaction that I feel in 
d the speaker with fitting words. of the European countries is the absence} returning to my native town after a 
ithe meeting was in the nature Off (¢ home life. The wealthy families live| year’s absence in travel—delightful 
eee) dim, - we the eee ot in formal style in elegant and cold mar-} travel to be sure—but among strange 
the society, pet ed med ble halls, while the poor live huddled! people and away from home. 
New customary a FAA ee together in cellars or in the streets, but | My friends, I have not the words at 
enereneing was ays se 5 | with neither does there. appear to be any| my command to express my deep appre- 
Itured assembly to im Sy of the enjoyments or the advantages| ciation of your kind thoughtfulness in 
ae sige Se arising from the pure influences of the] preserving and presenting to me this 
A family or home life, that we so highly} cherished souvenir from the house of 
ek Sint Aged wet prize, and that we consider to be the} my birth and the home of my child- 
es corner stone of our social and moral] hood. 
structure. Ihave been told that there is} 1 thank you for it and I thank you 
no word in either the French or the} for your cordial greeeting” 


a 


They have patriotism—love of coun-| 
bs i a high degree; and devotion to 
‘their inherited and established church; | 
and a spirit of loyalty to these things, 
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ly Pabead the i The re- 

made that the occasion 
ike a family gathering. This 
f a recess has naturally grown 
tom, for Sharon folks are al- 

lad to see each other. May “the 

od feeling” long continue. 

2 Fak. were rénd by Mr. George 
ittemore, as also an explanatory 
nt of Billings’ tavern and the old 
road leading past it. The following 
of names were then proposed by 


as” members:—Mary FE. Barnes, 
| Gertrude M. Cobb, Florence Deane, Ar- 
S. Hixson, erie B. Holmes, Fred 


M. Mansfield. Henrv 

l a AE b. Mills, E. Gilmore 
7 Gartrnile F. W. Richards, | 
_ Sae, Rev. A. N. Somers, Mrs. 
ners. This addition of 14 in- 
membership to 177. 
Stearns, the well known 
er and oranist, directed the sing- 

a double quartet consisting of 
Dy , Mrs. Potter, Misses Barnes 
vood, and Messrs. rtis, Col- 
vell and Bannister. The selec- 
e “Keller’s American Hymn,” 
uld Lang Syne,” “Invitation,” | written 
Kimball in 1793, and “Ode on Sci- 
An encore was responded to. 
-e of thanks to the orator 
he musical director and his 
given, after which Mr. Titus 
if ome rare books and writings. 
dew were a letter in the hand- 
of Jonathan Edwards and one 
by Isaac Watts. 
An alphabetical list of attendants is 
é avon: Beatrice M. Andrews, Pr 
Edgar | i. Andrews, Mr. and Mrs. Arthur | 
. Bailey, William H. Bannister, Nelle T. 
* if -Eldora A. Belcher, Nellie <A. 
ohn A. Bowman, Kate E. Bow- 
Ruth V. Bowman, Susan E. Bow- 
Mr. and Mrs. Frederick V. Brit- 
. AF Caswell, Harriet M. Chapin, 
n S. Chapman, Oliver S. Chapman. 
on), A. L. Chappel, Grace E. Cog- 
i. and Mrs. Arthur D. Colburn, 
L. Covell, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 

—C. Sif Curtis, Roland 


| 


e tt, oper Densieit.. ‘Mr. 


c el resheele j py a 


<s, Kristen Ericks, Frances A. 
vie Ni Fernald, E. M, Fernald, 


Anderson Fernberg, Dr. George W. Field, 
Helen E. Gannett, George L. Gay 
| (Stoughton), Elizabeth Geissler, Marga- 

ret fieissler, Frank H. Glover, Mrs. D. D. 

Goddard (Norwich, Conn.), Faith God- 
dard, Joseph Goddard, Dr. and Mrs. W. 
| Bryant Guy, Mr. and Mrs. William F. | 
Hall, Carrie M. Hall, Olive Hampton, 
Fritz Hartrick, Edith J. Harwood, Wil- 
liam L. Haskel, G. Ashley Haszard, | 
Trank Haszard, M. Adele Haszard, May , 
Haszard, Victoria Haszard, Kate M.| 
Herring, Bernice H. Hewins, Mr. and 
Mrs“ Charles A. Hewins, Mr. and Mrs. 
Edmund H. Hewins, Mary L. Y. Hixson, 
Charles E. Hodsdon, Julia A. Hodsdon, 
Mr. and Mrs. Winfred C. Holbrook, 
| Maude B. Huff, H. Rebecca Johnson, Mil- 
dred E. Johnson, Mrs. Warren Johnson, 
‘Mr. and Mrs. George Kempton, Rey. 
John C. Kimball, Mr. and Mrs. Harry; 
Kincaid, Dora M. Leonard, Lizzie N. 
Leonard, Edna B. Lockwood, Albourne 
B. Long, Mr. and Mrs. John W. Mackin- 

tosh, Mr. and Mrs. William R. Mann, }; 
Henry F. Maxwell, Julia H. Mayhew, 
Perey R. Middleton, Mrs. John S. Mid- 

dleton, Loring M. Monk, Rodney E. 
Monk, Mrs. Frank G. Moody, Walter 
Moulton, Velina F. Myrick, William H. 

Partridge (Newton), Charles B. Pattison, 
‘Mr. and Mrs: D. Webster Pettee, Mr. 
and Mrs. John G. Phillips, Anna G. 

Phillips, Mary N- Phillips, Mr. and Mrs. 

Ralph Pollard, Mary A. Potter, Timothy | 
F. Quinn, Benjamin Raynolds, Mr. and 
‘Mrs. E. Gilmore Richards, «Anna ‘MM. 

Shepard, Frank Smith, Kitty Smith, 

Peter Smith, Rev. and Mrs. A. N. 

Somers, C. C. Stearns, Margaret A. Sted- 

man, Mr. and Mrs. C. Berton Stuart, 
Solomon Talbot, Dana Tappan, Eugene 
Tappan, Robert Tappan, Rey. Anson 
Titus (Somerville), Otis S. Tolman, 

Charlotte Tolman, Elizabeth W. Traf- 

ton, Frank M. Trafton, Alice M. Tuck, 

Ida A. Tuck, John H. Tucker, Georgie C. 

Van Choate, Edward H. Warren, S. Lou 

Warren, Sarah W. Waterman (New 

Bedford), M. Esther Webster, Mr. and 

Mrs. Benjamin Welch, Ida G. Went- 

worth, Mary L. West, Mrs. W. B. 

Wickes, John F. White, Mr. and Mrs. 

George H. Whittemore, Hattie F. Wil- 

liams, Mr. and Mrs. George S. Wood- 

| bridge. 

The next quarterly meeting of the 
Sharon Historical Society will occur on 
January 6, 1905, when it is expected 
that an address will be deliverd by the 
President and an important scientific 
paper of local interest read by a well 
known Canton gentleman. | 


Eugene Tappan. 
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i grateful ||J. Fuller, Sarah" V. Fuller, Helén ‘E! 
- endnaas in || Gannett, Lillian C. George, N. Newton 
contributin to the profit and interest | (lazier, Mattie H. Green, Walter A. 
lof iis ang inca: | Griffin, Mabel G. Griffin, Si Hall, Carrie 
On motion of Mrs. Amanda M. Eddy | \!- ec Mary A. Hall, S. Thomas Hall, 
a committee of three was appointed to } (. Aghley Haszard, ‘Adele Haszard, : 


diers in the} Mrs. William F. Hall, M. E. Hamilton, 
f paradicn Pig He sponds those j Sadie H. Hamilton, Minnie E. Harmon, 
ae by Eugene edna) wars previous to the Civil War. A Mrs. Otis E. Harwood, William L, Has- 
: meeting of the GAEGr| - nsmumiceiion: from the Village Tin- kel. George Herath, yal ? 3 Herath, *B. Hi 
Beaty was held in the upper provement and Literary Association, re- Hewins, Mrs. Charles <A. Hewins, Ed- 
Il on Thursday evening, April lating to obsergance of Old Home Week, ;™mund D. Hewins, Ora A. Hewins, Rete 
Pee Frederic Endicott of Canton tead\._., received with thanks and referred M. Hewins, Katharine P.. Hewins, | 
ry interesti paper on the pon for action to the President. | Martha M. Hewi ins, Harry M. Hight,’ 
_ that until lately surrounded << pyblications No. 2°’ distributed to} Margaret D. Hight, C. AngustusHixson, 
‘ g pond. The laying out of members at this meeting, is a pamphlet Mary L. Hixson, Marion C. Hixson, Mary 
‘and other improvements have_ ‘of 48 pages, printed in dear type onj ©. Hixson, Winfred C. Holbrook. Mrs. 
bliterated much of the bank, but durable paper. The pages are stitched, Holbrook, Ellen J. Horace, Ralph 8. 
enough remains to ‘show its character. ‘together, not wired; and the cover is of Johnson, George Kempton, Eliza J. 
Perhaps Mr. Endicott will be willing, as the distinctive brown color adopted for Kempton, James E. Leach, Mrs. Leach, 
leader an outing party some day, ‘0 | the Society’s publications. A reprint of Dora M. Leonard, Mary J. Leonard, Mil- 
il ate his lecture on the spot. © Deborah Sampson Gannett’s address de-|dred L. Long, John W. Mackintosh, 
¥ iliam R. Mann presented a lively livered in 1802, with a special explana- Annie B. Maginnes, William RB. Mann, 
t of social life among the youth | tory SAB Ee occupies the first 32 Julia A. Mann, Perey R. Middleton, Dora 
on sixty years ago. The paper pages. The frontispiece is a portrait) Middleton, Loring M. Monk, Rodney E. 


in a pleasing style by Mrs. of Deborah Sampson printed at some ex-| Monk, Susan G, Moody, John O’Brien, 

Ant re pense from the original copper plate of|Cora R. Parsofs, D. Webster Pettee, 
ae - Lie, of the first complete year 1797. The Society also issues an edi- Myra F. Pettee, John G. Phillips, Anna 
in the life of the infant society, the ||tion of the address and explanatory in-“- Phillips, Mary N’ Phillips» Amelia 


Talon” John G. Phillips found much ||troduction tastefully bound in boards, H. Polfard, Eldora M. Poole, Loring W. 
ae ep Other officers made ||with fine calf back and gilt top edges, Puffer, Timothy F. Quinn, Elizabeth L. 
ws The balloting for officers for |lfor 75 cents, postage prepaid. The Quinn, Benjamin Raynolds, Ruth A. Ray- 
ing year resulted in a return of original address was printed in Dedha ae » E. Gilmore Richayds, Gertrude F. 
| board for continued service. _|/in 1802 and is now very rare. This at{W- Richards, Horace S. Shepard, Anna 
ay in the evening Was a- ‘social, tractive book is worth buying as aj. Shepard, Alice M. ay Shepherd, Amos | 
hour during which the large com- ||Sharon souyenir, and would be a pleas{ N. Somers, Everett C. Stanton, Cassius 
their seats to exchange greets |\ing gift to friends. In years to come,if©- Stearns, C. Burton Stuart, Mrs. 
> receive | copies of ‘‘ Publica- ||wwill have a special value. Application Stuart, ace Talbot, Eugene Tap- 
No. 2,’’ then first distributed, to|/for it, or for membership, may bq¢P@%, Dana Tappan, Robert TAPPalp 
Shea mae table, which was ||made to the ‘writer of this article. Charlotte S. Toman, Frank M. Trafto A 
over by Misses Bryant, Cog-| The following is an alphabetical list of Elizabeth W. Trafton, Ida A, Tuck, Alice 
msmore and Long. The treasu-| the audience:—Emma A. Baker, Johy™M. Tuck, Edward A. Warren, Mrs. War- 
jusy at the same time in col-| A. Bowman, Winnibel Bowman, Freder]'€" Mrs. W. hae Watson, Dora B. Welch, 
the modest fifty cents due|ick V. Brittain, Marie H. Brittai sy ol L. White, John*F. White, George 
payable at this time by all|, Maude D. Bryant; Frank E. Burbank H. Whittemore, Elsie A. Whittemore. 
7 who joined prior to 1905. Sarah E. Burbank, A. Alden Carpenter! 
also music performed on the| M. Imogene Carpenter, Maynard Carpen- 
Everett C. Stanton, and onj|jter, Albert F. Oaswell, Harriet M. 
Chapin, Grace E. Coggins, Arthur D. Col- 
burn, Emma P. Colburn, Charles §, 
Curtis, C. Philip Curtis, Marion A. ! 
Davenport Elizabeth O. Dennett,Grace M. 
Dinsmore, Michael Downey, Mrs. Dow- 
ney, Williamt Downey, Lizzie J. L. Dyer, 
Amanda M. Eddy, Frederic Endicott, 
Charlotte E. Endicott, Helen !°. Endicott, | 
Adelaide "M. Fernald, Carrie \V. . Fernald, 
F.} Arthur P. Fiske, Mary A. Fiske, Edward | 
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List OF PERSONS TAXED IN SHARON, IN 1821, FOR MINISTERIAL SUPPORT, 
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The following is a list of questions used at the examination 
ef candidates for the Hign School, July 7,1879, when my father, 


the Rev. Henry C. Weston was Suverintendent of the Sharon schools, 


ARITHMETIC 


1. What is a prime number? Give the vrime numbers between 1 and 
20. 

2. Find the greatest common divisor of 42,28 and 84, 

3. Find the least common multinle of 12,42,56 and 70, 

4. Add together 1/4,1/5,1/6 and 1/12 of 300. 

5. Bought a farm containing 63 acres for $25.00 an acre, Sold 
2/7 for $30. an acre; 2/9 for $32. an acre: and the remainder 
for $33. an acre-- How much was gained? 

6. Reduce aa to a simple fraction. 

7. Waat is the sum of .75 X 100 and .001 X 1000? 

8. Reduce .35 to a common fraction in its Lowest terms. 

9. Multiply .613 by 2.001. 


10.Divide three thousand by three thousandths, 
GEOGRAPHY 


1. Name the different races of men, and some countries where they 
each live, 

2. Which of the United States border upon the Atlantic ocean, and 
which upon the Gulf of Mexico? 

3. Name the princinal vroductions of the United States, 


4. In what state or territory do we find large quantities of coal, 


ETD Sree Se a 


iron, marble, gold, silver, copper? 


5. Bound our own state and give its capital, 

6. What are the chief occupations of our citizens? 

7, Locate Springfield, Worcester, Cambridge, Lowell, 

8. Pass from New Orleans to Liverydool by water, 

9. What are the chief manufactures of Great Britian? 

10.Draw an outline of this school-room, Locating the aisles, the 


stove and the teacher's desk, 
GRAMMAR 


1. Name the parts of speech. 

2. Give the plural of goose, mouse, sheed, valley, lily, thief, 
box, negro. 

3. Compare the following adjectives and adverbs: good,well ,much, 
happy ,hot ,beautiful ,sooa. 

4. Correct the following sentence: I think William don't try to 
write food, 

5, Decline the personal pronoun of the first person; also tne noun 
woman . 

6. Give the vrincipal varts of go, sit, say, draw, give, run, 

7. Conjugate the verd “to be" in the indicative mood, past tense, 

‘8. Write a sentence containing a relative pronoun in the objective 
case, 

9. Name the parts of speech in the following sentence: The »olea- 
Saut towis around Boston are inhabited chiefly by »neonle who 
transact business in the city. 


10,Write three sentences describing the town you live in, 
If 


f , f) -—~, 
Contributed by 3 bart ) Aha ere ¢ (Ebbert. 
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res of Ozone, Cheap House 
4 a Water, Low Taxes and 
_ All That is Admirable. Ae ee 

; Today The Record continues the publica- 
tion of its series of articles on the best 
town to live in. The list, so far as made 


| up, is given below, and due notic2 will be given 


of the other towns which are to follow. Re- 
member, that the vote is to be sent in when the 
listis completed, by cutting out the title of the 


| article from the paper, enclosing itto The Record, 
| directed **The Record, Boston, Mass., The Besi 


Town to Live In.” See to it that your own 
town is voted forand makes a good showing in 
this competition, which bas attracted attention 
every where. : 


Dee. 9. Wilmington. 
Dec. 10. Con 

Dec. 12. Melrose. 
Dec. 18. Lincoln. 
Dec. 14. Winthro; 
Dec. 15. W. Newton. 


Dec. 16. Old Medford. 
Dec. 17. Hyde Park. 
Dec. 19. Arlington. 
Dec. 20. Quincy. 

Dec. 21. Wellesley Hills. 
Dee. 22. Jamaica Plain. 


SHaron, Nov. °—Yhe most important 
requisites fora suburban home are pure air, 
pure water and gooi dramage; in these three 
requisites Sharon stands unequalled by any place 
Within 30 miles of Boston. Sharon is the most 
elevated of any town in eastern Massachusetts, 
being from 300 to 530 feet above sea level; is shel- 
tered on the east by the range of Blue Hills, the 
soil is gravelly and contains iron, and there is a 
great deal of pine wood growing in the town; 
all of these things tend to make the air of 
Sharon pure and healthy; but, in addition to 
all this, some as yet undiscovered law causes at 
all times a large amount of ozone to exist in 


the air here, making ic always soft ard balmy 
and extremely able; even the much and 


| 


justly abused east wind is deprived of its harsh- 


ness, and is not disagreeable here. 


One of the Boston papors said in 1871: ‘In a 


work on local causes of consumption by Dr. 


| Bowditch,. published in 1852, he speaks of 


| Providence Rail f 
| Neil, who was then the most eminent civil en- 


said: 


| Sharon as likely to be free from lung diseases. 


The correctness of his judgment is now shown 
by the town records, from which it appears that 


one-fourth of all who have died in the town for — 


the past five years were over 80 years of age, 
and more have died from old age than from 
consumption. In the first four months of this 


| year one-half of the deaths were from old aze, 


and were of persons over 87. It should be added 
that Sharon 1s a growing town, with 20 per cent 
of 1s inhabitants between five and 20 years of 


PURE AIR, NONE PURER. 
More than 50 bie oar! when the Boston & 
ro as being built, Maj. Mc- 


neer in the country, spent some time in 
haron. 

He published an article calling attention to 
the remarkably pure air of Sharon, but at that 
time climatic influence on health had not re- 


| caived attention antl the matter was almost for- 


‘otten until 20 years later, when the late Dy. A. 

. Bacon of Sharon called the atcention of 
other physicians to the subject. Dr. Bacon 
*] have never seen contagious or iufec- 
tious diseases become epidemic here, I have 
had cases of small-pox and diphtheria in their 
st virulent forms among my patients under 
umstances where we should suppose they 


would spread fearfully, but those most exposed 


] did not take the disease.” 


OZONE IN BULK. _ is 
He also said: ‘‘All diseases seem to yield 
| more readily to medical treatment here 


a a 


I am ac 


itis a sin 


A - = & Y 3 4, 
Careful te 
scientii 
air here than in any other place where tests 
have been madeeastof the Rocky Mountains. 
Ozone exists here m such quantities as to de- 
stroy all disease germs in the atmosphere, so 
that no contagious or infectious disease ever 
has at epidemic here, and probably none 
ever a 


Ee a Was" pepe: 
ts made under the direction of a 


THE DRAINAGE, 
From the peculiar situation of the town, at 


the summit of the watershea of three rivers, | 


and from the peculiar natare of the soil, the 
natural drainage of the town is almost perfect; 
ar fact that not one drop of water 
runs into Sharon from any other town, while 
the waters of Sharon run into each of the seven 
adjoining towns. ‘Thus it will be seen that the 
water and the air of Sharon can never be con- 
taminated by the drainage of any other town. 

The Sharon Water Company supplies the town 
with an abundance of pure water, taken from an 
immense spring situated near the head waters of 
the Neponset, the Charles and the Taunton 
rivers. This spring, from its great elevation, is 
in no danger of ever being contaminated, and 
there is suflicient water for 50,000 people. 

CONCERNING TAXES. 

The voters of Sharon are liberal in maki 
appropriations for all objects that are supporte 
by town taxes, but so carefully and judiciously 
is the money expended that the tax rate is kept 
low on alow valuation. Politics never enters 
into town affairs, the best men being cnosen for 
office without regard to political parties; the 
town maintains a higb school, though not obliged 
by law to do so, and all the schools are kept 40 
weeks ina year. The schools are partly sup- 


| ported by the income of an invested fund, which 


_ for the needs of the town, and are well cared 


was given tothe town for that purpose many 
years ago. The town debt is small, and being 
rapidly diminisbed; the schoolhouses are oe 

Or; 
there is a very’ good town hall, and the very few 
town’s poor are well cared for on a large farm. 
The appropriations recommended by the several 
boards of town officers are generally voted with- 
out a dissenting voice, yet with this liberality on 


| the part of the town, the tax rate averages only 
, $10 on $1000, and that, as bas been suid, on a 


re 


low valuation. 
MARKETS AND SUPPLIES. , 

Sharon being a farming town, with milk 
farms, market gardens and poultry yards, fresh 
and nice vegetables, poultry, eggs and milk are 
always to be had. Physicians tell us that milk 
from cows kept in the pure air of the hills of 
Sharon is healthier than that from cows kept in 
less healthy towns. This will not seem unrea- 
sonable to those who know how sensitive the 
nursing infant is to the food (aken by the 
mother who gives it sustenance. The stores 
and markets of Sharon supply meats, groceries 
and fruits equal in quality to the best sold in 
Boston, and the vast woodlands of Sharon sup- 
ply an abundance ot that fuel to those who 
would enjoy the healthy luxury of an open 
wood fire. 

THE SOCLETY. 

The society of Sharon is that of a well-ordered 
New England town, somewhat enlivened by the 
presence of families who have come here from 
neighboring towns and cities in search of pleas- 
ant, healthy homes; four churches furnish 
religious instruction; there is a very goou puh- 
lic library, supported by the generosity of the 
public and the town, which is free to all; the 


town hall is rented to the citizens at a mere | 


nominal sum, and is used for concerts, leciures, 
entertainments and other assemblies for the 
instruction or amusement of the people, and a 
late train from Boston every night, summer and 
winter, gives all an opportunity to attend lec- 
tures, concerts or theatres in that city. 

The town always votes no license, no rum. 
shops or other disreputable houses are allowed, 
and there is no hoodlum or rowdy element in 
the town. 


man haye shown more ozone in the . 


WALKS, DRIVES AND SCENERY. 

Sh is justly celebrated for its walks, 
drives and scenery. ‘The beauties of Sharon 
Scenery must be seen to be appreciated; they 
cannot be adequately described. From one spot 
in the western part of the town can be seen the 
habitations of one-quarter of all the inhabitan ts 
of Massachusetts. On this spot the Sharon Im- 


provement Association have erected an obserya- | 


tory for the benetit of the public. That eminent 

landscape gardener, the late Robe:t Morris 

Copeland, pronounced the yiew from this spot 
the finost this side of the White Mountains. 

‘Though Sharon is only 33 minutes’ ride by 

railroad, from Boston, 

| from the station in one direction will take on> 

in‘o woods as dense as the forests of Maine, 

| and yet as safe for unprotected iadies and chil. 

| dren as the streats of Boston. As more than 


yet 10 minutes’ walk | 


| three-quarters of the town is yet covered with | 


| wood, the scenery is eminently rural. In most 
Prout where the tand is wooded and hilly the 


roads are poor if not absolutely unsafe, but it’ 


_ is not so in Sharon; here theroadsin all parts 
of the town aresafe and good. To those who 
seek wild flowers and ferns, the roads and tanes 

_ afford them in great variety, including maiden- 
hair ferns, and im the spriug a specizs of wood. 

_ Violet, very large and fragran. There is a 


| great variety of drives, so that one may always | 


have some object in driving and can most. al- 
ways tind something new. 


The station of this road in Boston, at the foot 
of the Common,is certainly the Peeping situ- 
ated and the most accessible of auy in the ci 
for Jadies, and the station in Sharon is we 
cared for, and supplied with every convenience 
for the pa‘rons of the road. One great advan- 
taze of living on the line of this road is that 
the trains are not changed spiing and fall as on 
most roads, but the same number of trains are 
run in winter as in summer. Three mails a day 
to and from Boston, and two a day to and from 
Providence give ample post-office aecommoda- 
tions. The Western Union Telegraph Company 
furnishes telegraph communication with all the 
world, and the wires ot the New England ‘ele- 
phone Company enable persons to talk with 
their friends in Boston and all the towns and 
cities in the vicinity. There is a team express 
over the turnpike road to Boston, and Karle & 
Prew’s express have messengers on nearly every 
train. 

LAND I8 CHEAP ENOUGH, 

Within reasonable walking distance of the 
Station in Sharon are hundreds of acres of eligi- 
Die building land which can be had at reason- 
able and often very low prices; there being so 
much desirable land no individual or company 


can ever monopolize it or control prices, and — 


competition among different owners will for tne 
present keep land at fair prices. The demand 
for furnished houses in Sharon far exceeds the 


supply, thus enabling those who reside here, but 
wish to spend their summers at some seaside 
, resort, to let their houses at remunerative prices, 
| House lots are usually at least one-half acre in 
| Size in Sharon; this allows the houszholder, if 
he has only one lot, to grow his own fruit and 
vegetables aud keep poultry, while those who 


< SUGGESTIVE SCENERY. 
| ‘Lo those who jike to see ja ming operations 
| the maricet gardeus on Sharon plains arealways . 
interesting. Here may be seen growing acres 
nd acres of potatoes, sometimes to the amonnt 
‘of 15,000 bushels in one year, with thousands of 


4 ies of other vege- 
Renta if egtle eg on a a of heads desire to own farms with their suburban homes 


vite ; a al can be accommodated within reasonable riding 
of lettuce ent ci oor Fy iceman Say ea distance of the station at low prices; and those 
= splat car on Cape Cod, and are wo:th a who would grow. their own fuel can buy iarge 
visit. To those interested i poultty a micas or small ae mee pect eee 
i i try farm where : atid 
hes Rgds ole Og Fone wth a variety of Last, but by no means least, 1 may mention 
other fowls. This is a place always interesting among the attractions Snaron offers to those 
to children. A six-mile drive bridzs you to the who are mockche » suburban home, js the kind 
beautiful grounds of Gov. Ames at Norih Easton manne with which those already here receive 
. ‘and tothose of his cousin, Fred L. Ames, new comers. No other town in Massachusetts 
which are always open to the public. ‘ihe as small as Sharon, has such water. works, 
eres and ponds of Sharon furnish an abun- town hall, public library or schools as there are 
- Gance of game to the sportsman iv the season, here; these things have not been provided for 


the brooks and well-stocked ponds furnish 


tront, black bass ani other fish to the anier, 
and the ponds also paps rare opportunities 
for sailing, rowing and bathing. 

Besicn seve mill ponds there are two 
natural lakes in Sharon which have always 
been celebrated for their beauty; they are one 


the present inhabitants alone but with a view of 
inducing others to come and share these bless- 
ings and our pure air with us. Persons inter- 
ested in the growth and prosperity of the place 
are always ready to show prospecters what 
property there is for sale or to let, and to give 
information and answer inquiries about the 


town, and all worthy people whe locate here 
will receive a most kindly “welcome from the 
citizens of Sharon. W. B. Wickes. 


- 


mile apart, one b2ing east and the other west 
of the Faoalt of the divide between Massachu- | 
setts Bay and Narragansett Bay ; they are both 
over 300 feet- above sea Jevel. They each still 
Bane the nume given them by the Indians: 
Wolomoipoag—meaning in the Indian dialect 
sweet water, or pleasant water—is a beautiful 
sheet of water of only 16 acres; Mass tpoag— 
| large water—covers acres, and is surrounded 
of about four miles; its bottom and 
shireware hard, it is free from fogs, and the 
ills on its shores are covered with pine wood. 
hore is a large summer hotel onits bordors, 
and several Bostonians have built summer resi- 
dences there. 


: TRAINS AND MAILS, 

Sharon is on’ the Boston & Providence Rail- 
road and is easily and quickly reached from 
Boston, having 11 trains a day from that city, 
most of them being express trains with a run- 
ning time ot only 48 minutes; there is no draw- 
bridge to cross, the trains are almost always on 

time, and are furnishéd with sufficient cars so 
) that each passenger can have a seat. — 


ary 


Sharon Hydraulic Campany. 


It is now 40 years since the Hy- 
draulic Company first brought water 
into this village. The subject was 
agitated for a long while before it 
was accomplished. A half century 
ago the village contained but a few 
scattered houses, and though the need 
of good water was severely felt yet it 
was a great and seemingly impossible 
undertaking to pump water to the 
height of 100 feet as it was necessary 
to do. When the project was first 
|taken up certain persons agreed to 
join if a company of ten could be se- 
cured. At first this seemed possible, 
but there was so much talk against 
the success of the undertaking, and 
so many pronounced it impossible to 
raise water to that height with a 
pump, that the majority of the those 
engaged in it backed out. Four men 
decided they would go on and build 
the works at their own expense. 
These men deserve special mention 
and their names should be kept in re- 
‘membrance : they were Captain Chas. 
Ide, who kept store where Mr. Turn- 


er now lives; Dea. Joel Hewins, the), 


village blacksmith, who lived where 

his son, J. P. Hewins, now lives; 

Dea. Phillip Curtis, who occupied the 

farm H. A. Lothrop owns, and Mace 

Hixson, who lived where Albert G. 
| Hixon now lives. To fully realize 
SOE 


TN 
about: AS ED 


what these men did we must remem- 
ber this was 15 years before Boston 
had a supply of water, and that there 
were very few places supplied with 
water by pumping. Nearly everyone 
even while the works were being con- 
structed, prophesied that the thing 
would not work and that all the mon- 
ey putin would be sunk. We can 
well believe, as these four men met 
from time to time in Captain Ide’s 
store to talk it all over and carry out 
their plans, they must have felt some 
anxiety, but they never wavered but| 
as they met with unexpected obsta- 
cles and more money was called for 
they cheerfully contributed it. The 
first pipe was of lead, hand made, by 
one Littlefield of East Walpole. A 
gentleman who was present when the 
water was let in tells us the excite- 
ment was intense. Few present be- 
lieved that the pumps could be made 
to throw water so high. As the pipes 
had not been connected with the 
houses the water was first let out on 
the common. When it was seen to 
spurt into the air, anxiety and sus- 
pense gave way to joy, and the few 
stockholders felt repaid for their 
trouble. We trust that when the his- 
tory of Sharon is published these four 
men will receive due credit for their 
pluck. With one-half their enterprise 
Sharon could have water supplied to 
every house this summer. 
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aes Perhaps I cannot better preface s little 'remem- 


favice of Sharon in years of long ago, than br a quotation from 


=/ Ge. 


| Pp sermonPprésched by Rev. George L. Perin at the »very Day .thureh,| 
Boston on the twentieth anniversary of his pastorate in tha 

Church . He Said ‘that when one becomes reminiscent it is a 

sure sign that he is growing old, elso that if one ean lock back 


On twenty five years of active work she, can no longer lay 


elaim 
to beire a youth. I think those sayines are very true, When ny 
thoughts €0 beck to more than half a century of active work which 


@ have passed, I am forced to admit that I have no clein on 


| 
. 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


youth, and I am forcibly reminded of it on my occasional visits 


/to Sharon. It wes my birthplace and my home for fifty years cxIt 
Base: to be said. Sharon will yet grow, and during the past 
| 


| twenty years that sayine has been verified, It is now quite a 


Suliier Pesort, and serves as 2 bee chamber for many doing 

| business in many other places. Since my last visit to Sharon Tf 
Thave been thinking of the differences in the industries of the 

| town now, ané in years of lone aco. 

P 


: 
> 


It was guite a busy place between the years of 1835 
ad"1860. There were two cotton mills in operation; one operated 
Mr. James Carpenter in the building now used by a car re- | 


tiring shop, on North Main St. The other mill was situated 


— — ee ~_— —= aa 
es Te = as =. Se Se —- = — os _ 


in the eastern part of the town, owned 


| Menn, father of the present Mr. Menuz, 
| ment to _ & numbery both males and females, Mr. Mann used 
; 

| to make a journey to Maine and soon after his return, 


sone * 
family in which there were several daughters, would arrive in 
j East Sharon. The daughters wonld find employment in the mill 
. until\ they married and set up mills of their own, Which would 
a another trip to Maine by Mr. Mann, Both cotton mil 
| 

| ere mow among the things of the past. The next industry I will 
i] mention was the manufacturing of Boots for men, and it was in t 
| 

| days of long lepeed boots, If a man wore shoes, he wee thoucht 
. 
| 
/ 


peoobe poor, yes very poor, I remember hearing it said of some 
One that he had on nothing but shoes. I suppose it refered to 
| & feet only. I think I can recell the names of many of those 
| that were engaged in that Seieeniires anc it may be of interest 
| to some one to lock backward for e little time. 

y Mr, Amasa Dunbar wes the pioneer in the business, 
-I do not imow when he comenced, but it was some years previous 


| to. 1837... The Stone house that stants on Pond St was his home, 


hed a Jarge family consietine of five boys and four girls, 
pena but one (Ire. Mrrions Leonard) is now living. Three of the 


ons died in young manhood. 


and operated by Mr, George 


These mills geve employ- 


1s 


he | 
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a mate His shop, Yes,I shall eall then Shops as they did 
ot arrive until many years later to the more euphonious name of 
ractories, which now is applied to all man factoryls, be they 


| large or small, was on the south side of the house, 
| 
| . 

} he manufactured beets for several years, 


oes Fhe. >) Upon my last visit to Sharon T saw the old Stone 
€n #11 its orisinal besuty 
house, shorn of all the appendages that had heen attached to i¢ 


feDunbar died in 1874 at the advanced age of 


ct 


cighty two years, 


- 


| ¢ormencea manufacturing in a shop which 


~ 


ge 


uration, Mr. Richards remained on South Main St, Mr, Randall 


| took his business to a vacent store in the buildine just north 
| - dh 


wm 


lof the Unitarian Parsonage. Later he built the building sonth 


“the Baptist. Church; (now known as the Albert Hewins house) ana 
{ 7 
}continued his: >usiness there as long es he remained in it, which 


ree only a few years. 

Mr, Richards continued in the shop where he beran 

| for Several years. ‘He built @ house near his shop in which he 

| lived. His family consisted of seven daughters, In the year of 
B96 clouds besar to rise in hig business career, and he was like 

g 


one Gaucht in quick Send, the preater his ef“orts to escare, the 


Sage ys 3 Lewis Pichards and John. F, Randall eame next. They 


| 


/// 
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In this shop, 


I think is still standing, 


| near Or joined. to, the Sharon House. The partnership was of a short 


a — 
——s —— —— 
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the deeper he sank, Becoming disconrareé, in 1857 he unfurled 


his saile, and 2 favorable breeze wafted him to the town of "raintiree 
pwhere he remained with his daughte@s, his wife having passed on 
a 


a er their removal from Sheron 


» Until he died three of four years 
peeo. The house built by Mr. Richards, with much enlareement 


|The Sheron, 


wv 


fhe next firm thet comes to mind is "The Hixon Rros™ 


These were three, John R, Albert G, and Charlies D. 


They com- 
need in Taunton, that being the home of John, They remeined 


[there but ® short tine. J.R. vent to Springfield, and A,G.&0.D. 
| returned to Sharon, and continued manufacturing, They occupied 
room that was attached to the north side of what was the 
Samuel Monk Fonse,. Many years ago, when the house was a tavern, 
‘80° calle dn other dsys, this room was @ bar room, The Tigsons ) 
tater built the shop on Pond St. which thev occupied as long as 
their health*e permitted them fo do so, They have both passed on. 
: the next was the firm consisting of Tarren Gay and 
phis brother George ". and Cherles Winship. In the year 1841, 
Beney occupied what is now Charles Curtists House on Pond St.. 


pin the spring of 1845, Mr. Winship withdrew from the firm and 


Ment to Dover N.H. and opened a shoe store, The Gays continued 


f 


mntil 1847 when Mr, "Yarren Gay very suddenly passed away. Mr. 


[I 


George Cay then united with the Late Joel P, Nevins in the same 
business, and built the building on Depot St. occupied by the 

) 

Adate) Mr§. Eunice A. Gay... -This ovilding was usped as a shon by Gay 


. 
mien Hewins. This partnership wes not of dong duration, Mr. Cay 
eretired, and the shop was remodeled into a Gwelling house, for 
pein, Gay*souse, and he resided there until he cied, in 1889, 
Pe In 1847 Mr, Winship returneé fro: E;, Bw and cntereg 
iamto. the B00t business with Addison ER. Johnson, under the firm | 
yMame. of Tinship end Johnson. They commences in the shop con- 
emectec with the Albert HVewins house, south of the Baptist 
eGhurch. They remeined there but a short time, and then built a 
shTerge one on the lad ad foining the Alice Drake property, on | 
e@hei@onth.. Ina few years they removed it-to the opposite side 
sot Fond St., on the site which Frank Leonard’s house now occupies, 


They remained together until the war clouds over casé the Country 


‘in 1861. Wr. Johnson saw it his duty to leave home, and family, | 


P@nd hosts of friencs and gc forth to do what he eould to defend 


othe povernment he loved so much. fe went with hopes and 


-enticipations of a sreedy return, but it was not so to be. «In 


eOctober of 1£65, in the battle at 2rowm's Ferry he reccived the 


~Weund that ended a noble life, Mis last resting place is in 


-the Netionel Cemetary st Chettanooges, Tenn, @ Ssucred place to 


g. 


oo 
- wa 


~ 
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Many sad hearts, 

Mr. Winship continued in the business. The shop 
they hadsoceupied was moved and vecame the "Rlue Store", Which 
Was destroyed by fire a few years aro. A larger one was erected 
woh the site of thé one moved,in which he continued the business 
mumtai uriforseen circumstanced arose in 1877 which so seriously 
affected the business that he deciéed to give it up, and in May of 
2868: he removed to Lynn, “ass., where he ctill resides, enjofing 
Wery goc. health at the advanced age of eighty five years, Ve 
Ste@emMany tines led to see that what appears evil, often results in 


u 


ecea.= God moves in e@ mysterious vay his wonders to perform, 


After Mr. Tinship's removal, that shop was oecupied by Mr. Thayer 
ameeGutine hés stay it.was destroyed by fire, MFrank Leonards 
house now stands on the site, 


P. Movsrd Raker. ané Damon Kingman also enlisted in | 


Bee Soot business.. They went.to the town of Hatfield amc commenced 


' 


They remained there but « few months, then returned to Sharon and 


Sgcupicd the Amasa Dunbar shop on Fond St. Later they removed to 


jo) 


the shop which is now the home of Charles Curtis, ‘he partnership 
@as_of short duretion, Mr. Kingmen retired and went to Prockton, 


where he reviained until the death of hig wife, Since that time 


Pmeenesamad=: his home with his ceughters, alternating between then; 


ON. FER Ee 2 a —++ 


the home of one being in Cambridrcey the other in Lynn, 

ir, Baker retired from business several years ago 
2 po £2 

and Changed the shop which he built on Billing St. into a house 
an which he resides at the present time, 

nace i: 

: In 1865 S, Warren Bullard took up the same business, 


that so many of his fellow townmen A tried,and commenced man~ 
Suc 4 


pees oring boots in a shor on Depot St, very near the depot, 
This shop remo@eled,is now the home of Mrs. Peter 

About the year 1882, “r. Bullerd was stricken with a 
im Si 


Severe farm fever, which sometimes leads ren to think that money 
wer 


hangs on the branches of? every tree cn a farm,and ell there is 
They : 


$0 be Gore is to harvest it, This serious attack took him to 
hart re) 


Westboro Where he boughi e fam, and tock possession, Te was 
Sherer 7 


absent from Sharon for a few years, and then returned, and will 
SOV? 


probably remain until he is called to that house of many mensions, 

Lastly I will speak of John S, Middleton and Albert | 
Hewins, They com-enced the business in Mr, Revins' shop of 
Which I have spoken, in the year 1863, Mr. Hewins remained but 
8 short time, Mr. Middleton built a larger shop on Desot St., 
and continued until 1887 when he gave it up. Since that tire he | | 
has found erployment in Boston most of the tir e. His shop was made 


; 


eae @ avelliing honse, and is now his home. | 
Pur 


Se 


om 


a z _ 116 


we 


The goods manufactured by those of whom I have 


leiden. found @ ready sale in Thiladelphia, New York, Boston and 
other places. These were not all the industries which Sharon 


had in those days. Mr. H.A.Lothrop manufactured knives. TI 


do not recall just the date of the comrencemnet, but IT think it 


| 


was a little before 1850. These shops furnished employment 


for many both male and female. 


. The strav business flourished quite extensively 
in Sharon several years ago. During the winter months, the women 
were kept cuite busy meking straw bonnets, thereby supplying 


themselves with pin money. Upon the advent of machines, the pin 


money became scarce. I neither see or hear of any industry in 
 alaciiam now, whereby a laboring man can earn his daily bread in the 
town. 

| I think no one can Goubt that accordtimg to Rev. 


pPaeeee L. Perin I am gwowing o1d. I call to mind the poem 


y ) 
"Backward turn backward, time, in thy flight, 
“¥ 


Make me young again,and give me one sight 


Of 014 Sharon, as I saw it, in days of yore 


"re I em called to yonder bright shore. 


Lynn, December 1904. Adeliza Johnson Yinship. & 
ee: & a 
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